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dental ground that humanity at large has no right
to purchase relief from its own suffering by tor-
turing the helpless. The question is not whether
all these changes are maturely thought out and
administered with the wisest possible limitations.
The broad fact can hardly be disputed that secular
civilisation, " the wisdom and the wit of this world,"l
is informed with a moral purpose, and is steadily
working out what we may call the Christian law of
life, though it respects human liberty so profoundly
that it shivers and shrinks back repeatedly before
it ventures to step within the sphere of spiritual
activity. The advocates of Church authority and
of individual lawlessness unite to denounce as viola-
tions of freedom every fresh act of that impassive,
ever - dilating power which rends asunder the un-
righteous contract between employer and servant,
between landlord and tenant, which protects the
child from degradation and rescues the woman from
misuse ; but the trust of citizens in the justice of
human society grows stronger as the powers of the
State are enlarged. The love of an Englishman for
his country in old days might be little more than
love for the land in which men of his own tongue
governed themselves and kept their homes from the
foreign enemy. He might be at the mercy of
corrupt officials, governed by harsh laws, weighted
by oppressive taxation, and without the possibility
of rising in any service but that of the Church.
The love of any man speaking the English tongue
for his country is now for a land that can give him
ampler protection than his fathers ever dreamed of,
that invests him with the prestige of a dominant

1 Sermons by Dean Church, p. 120.